	[image: image3.png]Local
Government

Association





	Fire Services Management Committee

	
	10 March 2014

	
	


	[image: image2.png]Local
Government

Association





	Fire Service Management Committee 

	
	23 January 2012

	
	Item x



Update paper

Purpose of report 
For information.

Summary
The report outlines issues of interest to the Committee not covered under the other items on the agenda.

	Recommendation

Members to note the update.
Action

Officers to progress as appropriate.



	Contact officer:  
	Lucy Ellender

	Position:
	Adviser

	Phone no:
	020 7664 3321

	E-mail:
	lucy.ellender@local.gov.uk


FSMC update paper
Annual Fire Lecture:  High rise – not high risk

1. The fourth annual Fire Lecture hosted by The Worshipful Company of Firefighters in partnership with ROCKWOOL, takes place on 28 May. The lecture addresses the issue of protection and safety associated with the risk of fire in high-rise buildings. There are a number of speakers including Brandon Lewis MP, the Fire Minister, Ron Dobson, Commissioner of London Fire Brigade and Peter Holland CBE, Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser. Further information can be found on the Worshipful Company of Firefighters website: http://www.firefighterscompany.org/PDFs/THE_FIRE_LECTURE_2014.pdf 
Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Programme (JESIP)
2. The JESIP Programme has released its first newsletter, providing information about its work programme, training and publications. The publication can be viewed online on the JESIP website: www.jesip.org.uk/jesip-releases-first-newsletter/ 
Operational Guidance on Breathing Apparatus

3. On 14 January 2014, the Department published Operational Guidance on Breathing Apparatus. This guidance supports the operational competency of personnel that are required to wear, manage or train others in the use of breathing apparatus. The new guidance is available on the Government’s website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/operational-guidance-breathing-apparatus 
Fire Kills 
4. The Government’s Fire Kills campaign has launched a new secondary national campaign to supplement the twice yearly clock change advertising. This new campaign aims to increase the frequency of smoke alarm testing, by encouraging people to test their smoke alarms on the ‘1st of the Month’. A new online video will be launched just before the first of every month, and will feature amusing and alternative ways in which smoke alarms might be tested. The videos aim to engage social media users and encourage sharing. 
Which? Smoke alarm test: Guidance for Fire and Rescue Staff to deal with inquiries from the public

5. The Chief Fire Officers Association (CFOA) will be issuing notable practice on how to deal with queries regarding the recent Which? Test of 15 different smoke alarms, in which two smoke alarms made by FireAngel, were listed as “Don’t buy”. Further information will be available on the notable practice section of CFOA’s website shortly.
Leadership Academy
6. Following another successful Leadership Academy in February the LGA will be running a further leadership Academy between 10 - 11 September 2014. Members will have the opportunity to develop their skills to ensure they are better able to address challenges and take advantage of opportunities in their authorities. The Leadership Academies also provide a chance to share ideas and network with leading members from other fire and rescue authorities. More information can be found on the fire section of the LGA’s website (www.local.gov.uk/fire-and-rescue-services) and you can book a place by emailing grace.collins@local.gov.uk. 

The Firefighters International Service of Remembrance & Wreath Laying Ceremony - Sunday 14th September 2014
7. All Chairs and Chief Fire Officers of Fire and Rescue Authorities are invited to attend the Firefighters International Service of Remembrance & Wreath Laying Ceremony. This will be taking place at St Sepulchre-without-Newgate, in London on Sunday 14 September 2014. Badges of Office and Decorations are to be worn. Further information will be posted on the Firefighters Memorial Trust website: http://firefightersmemorial.org.uk 
Arson Prevention Forum – Councillor Roger Price
8. Councillor Price is the LGA’s representative on the Arson Prevention Forum, which is an independent cross sector forum involving organisations from the emergency services, forensic science and insurance. The Forum is currently developing a report looking at ways of reducing the number of incidents involving arson.
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